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FIRST DECENNIAL CENSUS
Though 1931 had its good features for Poland, the year taken as
a whole showed only too clearly the effects of the continued
general depression in both the financial and economic spheres of
the national life, one unmistakable sign being the fact that, after
a reduction in the summer, the number of the registered
unemployed was 300,000 at the close of the year. This figure,
however, was 80,000 below that for the winter of 1930-31. During
the year the Government had been active in various ways in
relieving the situation for the peasants as well as the industrial
workers; a Civic Committee was established, and to provide it
with funds the Government instituted a surtax on letters, post-
cards, railway tickets and goods sent by rail. The committee itself
sought and obtained free gifts of thousands of tons of potatoes,
sugar and coal, and to raise further funds promoted balls, dances
and other forms of entertainment; besides, it found jobs for many
of the workless.
In strong contrast to this story of the unemployed was an
"active" or favourable trade balance for the year of 412 million
zlotys, exports totalling 1,878 million zlotys against 1,466 millions
for imports. In December the Government, to assist production
in Poland, put additional taxes or duties on certain classes of
imports, subject, however, to abatements in the case of imports
through a Polish port, as, for instance, Gdynia. During the year
the railway, shipping and other facilities of that port had been
considerably extended, while the total movement of goods for
the year showed a remarkable gain over the previous year—
5,300,000 tons against 3,626,000, with a proportionate increase
in the number of vessels employed. The population of the town
had grown, and there was a corresponding expansion in its building
development.
The most informative thing about Poland was the Census taken
on December 9 for the whole country. Ten years before there had
been a census, the precise date being September 30, 1921, and
the corrected figures, 27,176,000, but the enumeration was incom-
plete or based on older returns in Vilna, Eastern Galicia and Upper
Silesia. The 1931 census gave Poland 32,120,000 inhabitants,

